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Birth October 12,1921 « Riga, Latvia

Death April 2,1985 « Afula, Israel

Parents @ Hirsch Pesach =8 Sara Esther Sperling
Sperling sy (born Gurwitsch)
1890 - 1960 1889 - 1941

Wife A Chaya Sperling (born

— ) Glas)

1918 .

Daughters Z. Tzila Cilla Helshtein % Bella Vainer (born
‘ (born Sperling) . ¥ Sperling)

i Esther Valdman (born
* Sperling)
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Historical Context

ltzhak (Idel) Sperling was born into a world on the brink of monumental change. His birth in Riga, Latvia on
October 12, 1921, came just after the tumultuous period of World War | and during the interwar years when
Latvia experienced its brief periad of independence following the Russian Revelution and the collapse of the
German and Russian empires. The Sperling family lived through significant political and social upheaval as
Latvia navigated its newfound autonomy amidst rising nationalist sentiments across Europe.

The marriage of Itzhak to Chaya Glas in June 1945 occurred shartly after the end of World War I, a conflict that
had devastating effects on Latvia, including occupation by both Soviet and MNazi forces, and the Holocaust
which decimated the once-thriving Jewish community there. Their union represented a renewal of life amidst
the ruins left by war and genocide. The births of their daughters Tzila, Bella, and Esther between 1946 and
1953 coincided with the era of Soviet reoccupation of Latvia, where the imposition of communist ideology
reshaped society and suppressed national identities.

In 1972, Itzhak's immigration to Israel was part of a larger movement of Jews seeking to reconnect with their
ancestral homeland, especially after the Six-Day War in 1967, which resulted in a wave of Jewish nationalism
and pride worldwide. This move also reflected the broader trends of Jewish emigration from Soviet territories,
where restrictions on immigration were somewhat relaxed during this period. ltizhak passed away at the age of
63 due to diabetes on April 2, 1985, in Afula, Israel, a country still grappling with its own complex identity and
regional conflicts.
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Last Name Origins

The surname Sperling is of German origin and is an example of an occupational sumame. It derives from the
Middle High German word "sperling’, which means 'sparrow’. This name was likely given to individuals who

resembled a sparmow in some way, perhaps in terms of size or characteristics, or it could have been used

metaphorically for someone considered as insignificant as the common bird. Alternatively, it might have

originated as a nickname for a bird catcher or someone with other associations with sparrows.
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Consistency Issues

1. The mother's name has variations: 'Sara’ and 'Sarah’, middle names 'Esther' and no middle name
mentioned.

2. The father's name includes a variation: ‘Pesach’ which is not consistently mentioned.

3. Chaya's place of birth is listed as Kazan, Russia in one source M and Daugapils, Latvia in anather 21

4. There are discrepancies in the spelling of the last name: 'Sperling’ and "Shperling".
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